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the glory of Lord Visnu is dependent upon that of His
consort. Rising to supreme heights of poetic charm the
author describes Laksmi as responsible even for the
creation, sustenance and dissolution of the universe,
inspiring Her Lord to carry out these cosmic functions.
The graphic descriptions in which the poet excels in
presenting the glorious picture of Laksmi as the presiding
deity of plenty, prosperity and exquisite charm are
matched by his vivid portrayal of the same Ooddess as
the considerate and compassionate mother of all beings
full of the milk of human kindness. Perhaps the concept
ofLaksmi's mediacy (pumsakara} between God and men
owes much to this picture of Laksmi drawn by the author.
Drawing profusely from the episode of Sita in the
Ramayana, Parasara justifies the motherhood of Laksmi
in what may be called the dramatic style of engaging
her Lord in a lively and lovely conversation, pacifying
the anger of Her Lord and assuaging the fear of the
errant child.

(5) SRIRANGANATHA STOTRA

Another beautiful lyric from the pen of Parasara is
the Snranganathastotra in six verses. All the printed
versions of this stotra contain eight verses. Scholars are
of the opinion that the last two are stray verses (muktaka},
which are taken together along with the first six and
chanted among the traditional circles.6 Known for its
candid and clear style this brings out the pangs experienced
by an ardent devotee when separated from his chosen
deity. Every verse describes the feelings of the poet
yearning for his daily ablutions in the river Kaven, for
worshipping Lord Ranganatha, for repeating his holy
names and such devotional activities. This stotra again
is in the tradition of daily repetition of an ardent
Snvaisnava.